Good day to all of you! My name is Donald Jones. As in the past few years, I will be handling the coordinating of the Teen Bible Quiz Regionals.
In coordinating this Regional tournament, I will be working under the supervision and guidance of Mark Dean (Minnesota DYD). His contact information is:

Phone: 1-612 332-2409
Email: mdean@mnaog.org 
We will be holding our Regional tournament earlier this year on April 30 and May 1, 2010. This will allow those qualifying for National Finals more time to get all their registration information turned in and funding in place. We will be meeting at Cedar Valley Church, 8600 Bloomington Avenue South, Bloomington, MN 55425. Cedar Valley is a top class facility. They have just completed a multi-million dollar building program to give us the room needed for our tournament. This church is also within walking distance (yes really – you can walk there) to the Mall of America – the nation’s largest shopping mall.
Once again we will be holding a separate Novice / 2nd tier quiz tournament at the same time and location as our Official competition. This Invitational will be open to any team which did not qualify for the Official competition portion of the tournament.
Because our Districts are employing a variety of different options with regard to a 2nd tier of quizzing (if at all) we will be using the Novice Regional questions prepared by the National Office which cover only First Corinthians.
A returning feature of this year’s Regional tournament is the opportunity of inviting “wild card” teams to fill out our full slate of fourteen teams (two per District). We hope to use this feature this year to invite teams so that we will have a full compliment of 14 teams quizzing this year. It is not unusual for one of these “wild card” teams to qualify for the National Finals. This year’s National Finals will be held July 3-9 at the Detroit Marriott in Troy Michigan. Our exact schedule at Regionals will be determined by the number of teams we have competing
I have contacted a couple area hotels quite close to Cedar Valley Church for team lodging. These hotels are sister Marriott facilities sitting back to back. Both offer a free continental breakfast and wireless internet service (for you computer junkies). Because of our early Friday start, I would request that all teams be in the Twin Cities area on Thursday and Friday night so we can get an early and prompt start both days. Problems caused by a church van having mechanical problems or other problems have caused delays in the past. We would like all teams to get those out of the way Thursday and be ready to quiz on Friday morning and not dealing with a broken down van, a traffic jam or some other problem.

Here is your hotel information.

· Courtyard by Marriott (7800 Bloomington Avenue South,. Bloomington, MN 55425) Phone: 952 876-0100  www.marriott.com/mspcy
The room rate of $72.00 (tax not included) per night for rooms with two queen beds or 1 king bed with a double pull-out sofa. Call the hotel directly to make reservations. The hotel has an indoor pool, whirlpool and exercise room, and complementary wireless internet access. 4 complimentary continental grab and go breakfast bags are available per room.
· Residence Inn by Marriott (7850 Bloomington Avenue South, Bloomington, MN 55425) Phone 952 876-0900  www.marriott.com/MSPLL
The Residence Inn is an all suite hotel. The room rates are $79.00 (tax not included) per night for a standard suite and $139 for a two room suite. All rooms have fully equipped kitchens including 2-burner stoves, dishwasher, microwave and refrigerator. The hotel also has an indoor pool and whirlpool. Call the hotel directly to make reservations. They offer a complimentary hot breakfast buffet.
**PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS BY APRIL 22, 2010**
PLEASE TELL THEM YOU ARE WITH TEEN BIBLE QUIZ WHEN REGISTERING
These are discounted rates for each hotel. It is not unusual for these hotels to sell out on the weekends, so as you wait, rooms at these hotels might not even be available. So do not delay in making your reservations.
Mark Entzminger has set up a Regional Quiz site on the web – www.ilovebiblequiz.com. THIS IS WHERE YOU WILL GET YOUR REGISTRATION FORMS. Please download the form, fill it out and mail it with the registration fee to my address as indicated on the form. Please provide email addresses as this will be the major method of communication.
Contact information for Mark Dean and myself is listed below. Please contact us if you have any questions. We look forward to a great Regional tournament. 
Donald Jones
Mark Dean
donvjones@comcast.net
mdean@mnaog.org 
H: 952 893-9099
Office: 612 332-2409
C: 612 718-5853
